Solo Paperwork. By Mark Terry

Most of you are now doing the pattern and landing, so you need to get the paperwork done before solo can happen.

1. SSB solo test - (get an eform version of it, ask Pedja, pedja@tiptop.com) Its open-book and you can discuss questions amongst yourselves. Bring a copy next session so I can see where you are.

2. You need a student license - you can get this when you get a 3rd class medical. (I use Gerald Hickmann in Boulder to do my medicals - 3rd class costs $60). You don't need a medical for gliding, but I think it is worth getting one at least for the first student license). Otherwise you have to go down to the Denver FSDO office with an ID and get a student license. Anybody with serious medical problems (known heart condition, epilepsy, prone to blackouts etc) shouldn't be flying obviously.

3. We need proper logbooks. - I think you can get them via www.wingsandwheels.com


Wings and Wheels prices

ASA Pilot and Aircraft Log Books
Standard Pilot Log Book  (206 pages Hard Cover)......$9.95
Standard Pilot Log Book  (68 page Soft Cover)..........$6.95
SSA Pilot Log Books (soft cover only) ...$7.95

Do not haul back on the stick when you touch down in the Blanik. You will damage the tail. Keep the nose lightly below the horizon so you remain on the main wheel after you touchdown. Just gently open the spoilers full. That will keep you from lifting off again. Keep a level attitude.


4. Be prepared for the rope break on tow. It’s going happen one day for real. “P”-for-Plan means just that. Have one for all stages of tow. The 200' call means you have enough altitude to do a 270-degree turn, but if you took off with tail wind you may not be able to get back to the airport. 

I prefer to hear pilots say where they will go on a rope-break, and have them announce when they revise the plan, - i.e. at some altitude, “I have enough to make it back to the runway and the wind strength is OK for a downwind landing”. Just say, “Return to field OK”.

When the rope breaks, confirm it is gone. Nose-down for a 45-degree bank turn look at the runway. Use the grass, if staged traffic. Radio-announce to let others know you are coming. Land short if there is other landing traffic, otherwise roll glider back to staging area.

Discuss with other students the techniques you are developing. Visualization does work. Practice at home/office. Go through checklists and imagine entering the pattern and landing.

Cheers
Mark



